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 THE COMING OF HERACLES -   QUOTATIONS FROM ANCIENT SOURCES 

Then Pallas slept with Ocean’s daughter, Styx, who bore him shapely-ankled Victory 

And Glory, in his house, and famous sons: Power and Force. They have no home apart  

From Zeus, nor any seat, nor any path except where God commands them, and they set 

Forever by the side of thundering Zeus.  

	 Theogony 81 – 88. Hesiod 

And while the other creatures on all fours look downwards, Prometheus made man to hold his head      

Erect in majesty and see the sky and raise his eyes to the bright stars above.    

Thus earth, once crude and featureless, now changed, put on the unknown form of humankind.  

 Metamorphoses 1.83 – 87 Ovid   

Where the Nile's outflow lays its bank of silt, there on the last edge of land stands the city of Canopus;   

And here at last Zeus shall restore your mind and come upon you, not with terror, with a gentle touch;   

His hand laid upon you shall put life into your womb.	 	   

                       Prometheus Bound 845 – 849 Aeschylus . 

But Perseus, with the snake-haired monster’s head, that famous spoil, in triumph made his way           

On rustling pinions through the balmy air, and, as he hovered over Libya’s sands,           

The blood-drops from the Gorgon’s head dripped down. The spattered desert gave them life as snakes,           

Smooth snakes of many kinds, and so that land still swarms with deadly serpents to this day.                  

    Metamorphoses 4. 617 - 624 Ovid      

Is there a man living who has not heard of me - Amphitryon of Argos, whose bed welcomed Zeus?      

Son of Alcaeus, grandson of Perseus; and father of Heracles.       

Heracles 1 – 4 Euripides                                

Alcmena, lying in love with Zeus,  who drives the clouds,     

Gave birth to Heracles the strong.     Theogony. 46 – 47   Hesiod   

He looked at her ghastly head reflected in the bright bronze of the shield           

In his left hand, and while deep sleep held Medusa and her snakes, he severed it                      

Clean from her neck; and from their mother’s blood 
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Swift-flying Pegasus and his brother sprang. 

Metamophoses 4. 784 – 790 Ovid 

    

Now from across the sea, I invoke as our protector the child pastured amid flowers,  

The Calf whom Zeus begot of the cow, mother of our race, 

Made pregnant by the breathing and caress of Zeus; thence his true name was given,  

His life fulfilled as it was foretold, when his mother bore Epaphos, ‘Child of a touch’. 

The Suppliants 40 – 48. Aeschylus 

And from her children’s children shall be born in time (to trace each step would take too long) 

A fearless hero, famed as an archer, who will free me from these bonds.  

  Prometheus Bound 969 – 973 Aeschylus 

JUPITER:   Be happy once more in the love of your Alcmena. She was not to blame. 

  She could not resist my power. Now I go back to heaven.  

  Amphityro 1142 – 1143. Plautus 

In two inescapable hands, he seized the two serpents by their necks. 

He strangled them, and his grip squeezed the life out of their unspeakable frames. 

  Nemean I 44 – 48 Pindar 

Danae, the lovely-ankled daughter of Acrisios, who bore me Perseus, outstanding among all men. 

  The Iliad 14: 318 – 319 Homer 

When Amphitryon married my mother, Alcmena, he was guilty of her father’s blood, and so accursed. 

When a family stands on unsound foundations, no prosperity follows its sons. 

  Heracles 1258 – 1264 Euripides 

And then strong Heracles, the glorious son of trim-ankled Alcmena, 

At the end of his painful labours, made his bride, Hebe, the modest child  

Of mighty Zeus and golden-slippered Hera, on snow-clad Olympus. 

  Theogony 53 – 57 Hesiod 
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The slaughter done in Argos by the daughters of Danaos  

Was in its day, the most famous in Hellas. 

  Heracles 1013 – 1015. Euripides 

       

    	 	 	 	  


